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How do Key Stakeholders Perceive Differently on
the Decentralization of Housing Policy?

A 9 A (In-Je Kim) - 4 A £ (Jieun Kim)~

{ Abstract )

The decentralization of housing policy is drawing considerable attention because of the
regional differentiation of residential conditions. This study aims to identify potential
challenges to the decentralization of housing policy by analyzing how key stakeholders and
various local governments perceive differently the current status of housing policy and the
prospect of decentralization. To collect empirical data, we conducted an online survey of local
government officials, housing welfare experts and employees of public housing corporations.
We found that there is a broad consensus on the need for a decentralized housing policy.
In particular, local governments in the Seoul Metropolitan Area and experts are strongly aware
that local opinions are not well reflected under the centralized housing policy system. Other
local governments are found to have a contrary opinion. It seems that the more experience
there is in dealing with the central government housing initiatives, the stronger the discontent
with the centralized housing policy becomes. It should be noted that there is a broad
consensus that the availability and location of public rental housing do not properly
accommodate local needs under the current system. To make meaningful progress, majority
of the survey respondents think that, above all, local governments’ poor financial and
organizational conditions have to be resolved. The decentralization of housing policy would
be a process of discovering and resolving issues that exist behind the differences in
perception among various stakeholders.
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Keyword : Decentralization, Housing Policy, Survey, Perception Difference
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